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Music & Social Studies:
An historic match

By ELizABETH M. PETERSON
SpeciaL 10 21 Voices

HAMPTON | What do
Social Studies and Music have
in common? Everything!

One way we can learn
about the history of our
world is through music, and
the teachers at Hampton
Academy realize the impor-
tance of integrating the two.

In seventh grade, stu-
dents are taken on a musical
trip through history as they
explore, listen to and experi-
ence the music from prehis-
toric times to present day.
Eighth graders also get to
experience the power music
has had through our own
American story.

It is through music (and
all the other arts) that we can
learn about our own culture
as well as get a closer look at
the people of former times,
their emotions and their
experiences.

Our Hampton Academy
eighth graders have begun
general music class with a
unit on War and Music. This

unit began with a look at the
war in which we are pres-
ently involved — The War on
Terrorism.

In preparation for the
9/11 school assembly, which
took place in the Eastman
Gym on Monday, September
11, the students and teach-
ers talked about their experi-
ences of 2001 in both Social
Studies and Music class.

The topic of music was
explored as a way musicians
expressed the feelings of
many Americans during that
tragic event and the days that
followed: anger, grief, con-
fusion, compassion; those
things that make us human.
Through music, Americans
were able not only to express
those feelings but also to
show their patriotism and
love of country.

The unit continued as
music teachers Elizabeth
Peterson and Ayanna Morris
started from the beginning
of the American story with
the Revolutionary War (1775-
1781). With this lesson stu-
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dents learned, listened to and
sang some of the important
songs of the day.

The lesson started with
the military music of fifes
and drums. Student volun-
teered to “fall in” while a
“two arms” drum roll was
played. Then those minute-
students were instructed
quickly on a simplified
Manual of Arms and were
given the opportunity to fol-
low the commands of their
teacher-lieutenant accompa-
nied by the authentic drum
commands used during the
Revolutionary War.

Later, a popular tune was
played for them while their
teachers sang “The Liberty
Song.” Students joined in
with a rousing “Huzzah!” at
the end of each verse. Anoth-
er song, “God Save the Thir-
teen States,” a tune whose
lyrics were rewritten to repre-
sent the cause of the Patriots,
was sung by all students. It
originally was entitled, “God
Save the King” and is sung to
the familiar tune to which we
now sing, “My Country ‘Tis
of Thee.”

The following class, the
Civil War (1862-1865) and its
music was again discussed,
listened to and sung. This
time the focus was on the
music of the divided country
that once fought to be united.
“Dixie” and “The Bonnie Blue
Flag,” were songs represent-
ing the South while “Tramp!
Tramp! Tramp!” and “Tent-
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students in a patriotic exercise reminiscent of a small part of America’s historical past.
— Atlantic News Courtesy Photo

ing Tonight” represented the
North. Students joined in
on the songs they knew and
always sang along with the
choruses of the songs, using
the provided song sheets as
an aid.

Students also learned
about the bugle, an essential
military instrument of the
Civil War, as they listened
to examples of the many
bugle calls used throughout
the day. Military Brass Bands
were also explored as they
were important for entertain-
ing and inspiring the soldiers.
These musicians were even
trained to assist medics when
needed.

Such a unit on “War and
Music” would not be com-
plete without looking at
the War of 1812 (1812-1815)
and the penning of our own
National Anthem. Eighth
grade students learned about
the story of Francis Scott Key
being held aboard a British
War Ship during the Battle of
Baltimore as the British tried
to capture Fort McHenry and
invade Maryland. The view
Key had aboard that ship so
inspired him that he started
to write a poem on the back
of a letter he had in his back
pocket.

As the rockets burst in
the air above the fort’s battle-
ments, he kept a close eye on

that Star Spangled Banner all
through the night to see if by
the dawn’s early light it was
still there. The next morning,
September 14, 1814, tattered
and torn, it was still there
and the British fleet soon
left in defeat. The poem Key
wrote was soon published
and became quite popular
among Americans across the
country. Students, after hear-
ing this story, then sang the
National Anthem standing
proudly by their desks.

For the music of the World
War | era (1914-1918) stu-
dents listened to great origi-
nal recordings of such music
as “K-K-K-Katy,” “Pack Up
Your Troubles (in Your Old
Kit-Bag),” and “On Patrol in
No Man’s Land” which was
a one-of-a-kind song in that it
was a war song written with
syncopated ragtime.

The class had the oppor-
tunity to learn and sing the
famous song by George
Cohan, titled “Over There!”
The class also discussed the
use and popularity of sheet
music and the variety of
cover art found on it, some
showing political sentiments
of the times.

This unit on War and
Music will now continue
with the music of World War
11 (1938-1945) where students
will experience the influence

the war had on swing and
jazz music as well as listen
to some of the great music
brought to the troops by the
USO including the Andrews
Sisters’ “Boogie Woogie
Bugle Boy.”

The Vietham War (1959-
1975) lesson will include a
study of protest songs from
around the world including
British pop music as well as
learning related Cuban and
Vietnamese music in their
native languages.

The final conflict that will
be studied through its music
is the Gulf War (1990-1991).
Here students will look at
songs that became popular,
again showing how music
helps us cope with the trage-
dy of war as well as promote
the feeling of patriotism.

The unit will conclude
with a final look at our pres-
ent War on Terrorism as we
tie together the major under-
standings between war and
music: music helps a people
through a time of tragedy,
music inspires people to do
their best, music helps unite
a people in a time of need
and that music allows people
to express themselves when
words alone are not enough.

(Editor’s Note: A published
author, Elizabeth M. Peterson
is a music teacher at Hampton
Academy.)
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